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The 'pages 
of a book 
are held 
together 
by its binding. Sewn to~ 
gether, one after another, 
e'ach page adds to the 
book, creating · a whole. 
:]3indi~ represents : the 
relationship continuing 
between alumni and 
other ' supporters of the 
University of Iowa, its 
students and faculty. 
N EWS FO It SU PPO ITUS Of TH E 
U N IVU 5ITY O f I O WA LIB .A IIIES 
Bindings, the newsletter .for Friends and supporters of 
the Ul Librarie;. As th~ name implies, Bindings rec-
ognizc5 the special link that exists among the alumni 
and other supporters of the University and their 
desire to, impact the quality of education at the UI 
through the support of the collen ions, services and 
resources of the University Libraries. 
E:l.ch issue of Bindi~ will include stories on how pri-
vate giving to the Libraries SupJXmS the teaching and 
research roles of the University; profiles of alumni and 
donors; features on im~nam collections and 
resources; a~d news about events and special publica- '" 
tions. I hope you will enjoy and look forward to ra:eiv· 
ing Bindinp:, which will be issued twice a year with the 
FaN edi t ion containing the Honor ~oll of contributors. 
Please feel free to contact me with'your ideas and input 
regarding this publication at (319) 335-5960. 
Margueri te Perret, CodrdinalOr 
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Every year is an exciting one at the Un iversity of Iowa Libraries, though . each h; marked by its own challenges and accomplishments. Certainly a 
significant initiative this year is the publicati,on 
of this newsletter, Bindings, to provide us a bet- . 
ter way to communicate with each of you who 
have taken an interest in, an? provide financial 
support for the University Libraries, 
Developments during this paSt a.cademic 
year include a range of new and enhanced services, and the strength-
ening of information resources in many areas. 
We were pleased to receive a significant collection as a bequest 
from graduate Ruth House Webber in the form of more than 3000 vol· 
urnes of Spanish history, literature and culture along with $25,000 for 
the shipping and processing of the collection. Ms. Webber was a 1941 
graduate of the UI and her fathe r was a long·time member of the facul· 
ty. This is a valuable addition to our holdings for research and teach· ' 
ing. We also have benefited from the strong midwest consOrtium that 
exists among the Big Ten Insti tutions plus the University ofOlicago; 
tHrough this consortium we were able to acquire, at a discoum of more 
than 40%, access to Britannica Online, the e l ~ctronic networked ver' 
sion of Encyc~pedia. Britannica. This is a multi-media resource (text, 
visual pictures, and video) used heavily by undergraduates. 
And services cQlltin'ue to be our highest priority in order that all 
memben of the University community - students, faculty, staff-
are able to access the diverse and rich resources of the UI Libraries. 
During this past year, we offered over 500 educational sessions reach· 
ing.over 9000 students and almost I(XX) facu lty. A special grant-fund-
ed program, TWIST (Teaching with Innovative Style and 
Technology) focuses on working with faculty to design and-implement 
instructional sessions to assist them in acquiring the knowledge they 
need to integrate multi·media and networked resources into their cur· 
ricula. In addi tion, librarians were major comributors to the 
planning and implementation of a special Mlmmer program to 
train 100 faculty in new technologies that will support their 
teaching and research. In many of their educa~ional offerin~,'s, 
librarians work with their colleagues from the faculty, from t~le 
Center for Teaching and from Information Technology Services, 
Another imPortant achievement is the hiring of the first 
full-time director of developmclll for the University libr.ulcs, 
Selden Smith, "'ho joined the staff of The UI Foundation in 
early September. He comes to the UI with impressive experi-
ence. Most recently he held [he position of Associate Director 
of Library Dev.elopmem and External Affairs at the University 
of Pennsylvania Library, and prior to that he held a similar posi. 
tion at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Before entering 
the development field, he held positions as an e"ditor and writer: 
j 
I 
Selden's commitmem to the rolea.nd values of libraries is 
reflected in his following remarks: "I've always had a great affec-
tion for libraries .. and ",hen [ started working at the University 
of Pennsylvania, I came to realize what a major research library 
can mean for the academic community. When people SCi! the 
link between a great university and a great !ibmry. they want to 
suppon the libmry, and I'm happy to be part of that process." 
In future issues of Bindingl, Selden wit! have a column in 
order to communicate with you directly and hopefully many of you 
will have an opportunity to meet him in the coming months. 
Both Selden and 1 look forward to working with you and other 
alumni to strengthen the exceilente of the University Libraries -
we could not accomplish what we do without your suppon. 
Shei la D. Creth 
UNIVERSITY liBRARIAN 
Of P' . The Impact 
o flvate 
T he imp:l c[ o f priv(ue funds IS f far reach ing and often drmmuic. 
In the recent past, cxtcrn[ll 
funds '{ave built and s\il((( .. d 
two state-of·the-I'm elect ron-
Giving 
issue of Bindings will high· 
light recent examples of 
how private funds make a 
difference. 
musicians. The databases are 
indexed by penanner as well 
as COmJX.lSCT, and comPosition. 
A $5 ,000 contribution 
ie facilities, the [nfonnat ion Generous gifts from by Mary Calkin in memory 
Arcade [It the Main Ubrmy Arthur Bemon and the Paula of Homer Ca lkin is being 
(1992) and thc- Infortlmrion Henry Music Library Fund used to purchase Sign ificant 
Commons at the Hardin enabled Dr. Joan Falconer. historical materials. Among 
Library fo r the Healt h the Music Librarian, todevel· die purchases alc :l manu-
Sciences ([ 996). Pri vate op a specia lized database thar- script volume containing 
giving suppon s nl[ln~' orher helps users locate impOrtant the records of the Loyal 
less v isib le bu t eq ua ll y audio tapes of musical per- U nion League of Henry 
important projects. services formances held at The County,. IQwa ([863- 1864), 
and collenions. These have University of Iowa. The elec- a collection of letters writ-
included faculty workshops rronic cataloguing of these ten by an Iowa soldier dur-
on incorporating the World perfonnances, which include ing the Span ish-A merican 
Wide Web im o curriculum those by fuculry as well as vis· war in 1898, and a collec-
and the purchase of roue iting art ists. will provide 'sru· tion of fam ily leners dating 
OOoks and other materials. dents :md n..'SC'.trcherS access from the 1880s to 1919 cov-
Under this column. each to live recordings by master ering farm life in Iowa. 
A Lifetime of Culinary Arts 
° T hiS past summer the Special Collections 
Department curated an exhibition ce lebrat-
ing the 100th anniversary of Jell-a. in homage to 
the memory of the late Chef Louis SZHthmary [ I. 
Szathmary made a gift of over 22,000 items to the 
UI Libraries forming the Szathmary Collection of 
Culinary Arts. The collection was developed 
over a 40 year period and includes rare books, 
manuscripts, magazines, pamphlets and advertise-
ments. For more infonnanon on the Szathmary 
Collection of C ulinary Arts, COntHCt the Special 
Collections Department (319) 335-592 I. For more 
infonnat ion on the lOOth anniversary of Je ll ·O, 
try the fo llowing website: hnp:!lwww.jell-o. 
com/jell-0100lindex .html 
Produd promotion pamphlet" (1 905) featuring the 
Jell -Q Girl as illustrated by Rosie O'Neil , the creator 
of the Kewpie 0011. This was t he first of a series of 
booklets that featured recipes, illustrations by well 
known art ists, and celebrity endorsements. 
FIRST PERSON NRRRRTIVES 
Recent donations to 
the Dep.:tiunem of Special Collections 
and the Iowa Women's Archives 
I 
PORTRA IT OF 'AN A CTIVIST: 
. The l\appie 
Spencer Papers 
I believe thai the 
world is made up of 
ordinary toomeTl doing 
extraordinary things . 
, am honored to hatl€ 
been asked, as one of 
those u.omen, to con-
tribute my paWs to 
. ~ 
-I 
f 
l 
the Iowa Women's Archit-'ts. I am most appre-
ciative of the work the University Libraries is 
doing in collecring and preserving the hisCQry of 
Iowa wome'n for use by scholars now and in the 
future, and 50 '/ am also happy to lend my mon-
etary SUP"';! to that elioT!. 
Kappie Spencer, 1997 
. When she was running for the Iowa 
Senate in 1916, Kappie Spencer ~ame frus-
trated by her inability to locate women -in 
telephone directories; married women were 
lis.ted only under their husbands' names, and 
thus rendered invisible. After the campaign 
ended, Spencer began to 'pressure the phone 
companies to add women's first names. When 
she wo~ the fight for dual listings in Iowa five 
yeats later, o~her states followed Io'wa's lead. 
Through this seemingly small victory, Kappi~ 
Spence"r helped to ove.rcome the invisibility 
of women throughout 
tne country. 
Merit 'Badge 
fo r Camping.. 
Moingona Girl 
Scout Counci l 
~1971 
A generous financial supporter of the 
Iowa Women's Archives, Kappie Spencer has 
.also donated her personal papers, which doc-
ument her lifelong ,~fforts on behalf of equal-
ity for women. Among her papers in the 
Archives arc craft IlCtiviry .packets. from Girl 
Scout day camp, testimony -about the 
inequities of trust funds designed to "protect" 
women, and campaign files from her unsuc-
cessful 1976 State Senate bid. Also included 
are scrapbooks, corresponden~e, reports, pho-
tographs, and other fties concerning her work 
with the Girl Scouts and the American 
Association of University Women,. Still 
active in the fight for , women's ' rights, 
Spencer plans to donate material pertaining 
to the Equal !\ights Amendment campaigris 
in Iowa and the Nationa'\ Gender Balance 
Project at a later date. 
MYSTERY IN THE MIDWEST: 
The Max Allan 
Collins 
Papers' , 
Max Allan Collins' 
accompl ishments 
are extensive. He' is j 
an award winning 
author, filmmaker, and comic strip wr,iter to 
note a·few. Hailed as the "Rentlissance man~ 
of mystery fiction, he is th~ author of nearly 
, 50 novels, has scripted comic strips and seri -
als including the internationally syndicaWd 
strip Dick Tracy, (1977·1993) and has worked 
on a variety of film and .television projects. 
1n 1994, Collins wrote, produced and 
directed Mommy, a campy suspense ftim star· 
, ring Patty McCormack of the 'Bad Seed, He 
followed this success with Mommy II: 
Mommy's Da)'. &th Mommy ftims have been 
screened at the UI librarie.s, and the 
Lipraries hosted the offici al premiere of 
Mommy /I this past February. Collins also 
participated in the ' 1996 Annual Friends 
Dinner for the libraries when he spoke on 
,the many fact;ts of his impressive career. 
On the occasion of donating his papers, 
Collins said" "As a lifelong Iowa resident and 
From Murder 
by /he 
Numbers, 
Max Allan 
Collins, 
St. Martins 
Press, 1993 
graduate of The Universi ty of Iowa,_ J co.nsid 
er it an honor and privilege to have my man-
uscripts and Ofher papers housed at the 
University Libraries. My first three ,novels 
were written during my tenure at the 
, Un iversity's Writers' Workshop (where) My 
mentor... Richard Yates.. insisted that I 
strive in the crime novel for the literary qual-
ity ex~cted of mainstream fiction. I hope 
I've lived up to this standard (and) that my 
work in various med ia ... will !'nake my papers 
useful f6r purposes of the study of popular cui· 
ture in America ... " 
The Max Allan Collins Pa~rs will offer 
students, faculty and other researchers a 
broad perspective on the mystery fiction 
genre, independent film production, {Ind the 
~omic book medium as a potent form of Sto· 
rytellil1g. The .rapers include ~anuscript 
copy edited by the publisher, fi)e copies 
(typescripts as sellllO the publisher), prCKlf&, 
unpublished manuscripts, roug~ dra'fts, 15 
years of Dick Tracy comic scripts, manu· 
scripts of !"\on-fiction writings; and scripts for 
other comic serials, such as Ms. Tree. While 
.the papers are still being processed and cap-
loged, information regarding these materials 
may be obtained by calling the Special 
Collections Department, (J19) 335-S9ZI. 
Like mysteries? Check out the mystery 
database at the A&E Network website: 
http://www.aetv.com. You can seafch out 
in"formation or: sub-genies, authors, organiza-
tions and tifles. There are 73 listings for Max 
Annn Collins! 
lEADEAS 
" 
Business 
Library N am~d 
for Pomerantz 
The University of Iowa BusinesS • 
Library has been named in honor of 
Des Moines businessman, philanthropist and civic IC:lder 
Marvin A. Pomerantz. Pomeram,z. who was president of 
the Slate Board of Regents from 1987 to 1993 and in 1995 
and 1996, pushed for construction of the $34 million b'usi-
~f\CSS ndministration b~ i!ding and also for addition:11 mite 
funding for library materials. 
Sheila D. e rcth, University Librarian, notes that the 
naming of the library after Pomcrd'nu is as much related to 
his supJXln durin'g his liervicc on the Board of Regents as it 
is an acknowledgment of the combined support he gave to 
the Libm.ry and the College of Business Admin istration. 
"Pomcromz clearly understands the importance to the 
University of maintaining a st rong library" e rcth sa id. " [n 
addi tio n , the Pomerantz family have been very generous 
contributors.to the UI Libraries, pmticularly i.n helping to 
make our Iowa Women's Archives a real ity. Having his 
name associated with the Blniness Library is a fitting trib-
ute to his dedication to academic quali ty thro ugho ut The 
University of l owa"~ 
Pomerantz is chairman of the Mid-America Group in 
Des Moines and Gaylord Conta ine r Corporation of 
Dee,rfleld. IL. Other gifts to the U I by the romer.~lltz fami-
ly include those to the University of Iowa H ospitals and 
Clin ics, whe re the new Pomerantz Family Pavjlion is 
named in their h o no r. In 1978, Pomeran tz received the 
. Distinguished Alumni Service Award from the U I Alumni 
Association. HI! :md his wife Rose Lee Hre members of 
The President's C lub, whic~ recogn izes the U niversi ty's 
most gene rous conuiburors. 
Froollksk; The Marvin A, Pomerantz. Business Library' 
Bridging Communities 
THE UN IVERS'ITY OF IOWA LIBRAR I ES ADVI SORY BOARD 
The 1997 Mvi!lOl)' Iloard. Pictured: Clockwise §larting at Top ROW Left: Willi am (Billl H. Burge<, Senior 
Vice President & Senior VICe Trust OffICer, nl$!: National.Bank, Iowa City; Lois H. Eich3cke<, Alum .... , Fort 
M.)diloo, Iowa: Bri.an D. Straye<, AlumllllS, Engineering Miln.ilge<, Se"llo'1!! Technology, Minneapolis: 
Jeffrey Oisteffioft, 1/. P. 01 Fi .... nce, Universoty 01 Iowa Community Cnodit Union, Iowa City; Bf"IJre E. 
Gronbeck, Prufe6or, UI D •. ,parimerv 01 Communication Studoes; Jane McCune, Co-owner &~, 
IIlJnk & McCune, The Real Esl."lte Co., Iowa C~y; W.'RidIolrd (Dickl Summe<'o'oill, ~, Iowa State 
8Jnk and Trust, Iowa City; Wil lis M', reill) lIywater. P,eside<1t, Banke<S Advertising Co. & Economy 
Advertising Co., Iow~ City: w. Bruce Johnson, Pwfesso.., UI College 01 Busiroesos Adminfstration. Not pi(. 
lured: Kathleen (Kayl Chapman, Attorney a~ Alumna, Cedar Rapids, Iowa; IIeIsy Hawliey. Board 
Member, Iowa City Community School DiWid, Iowa City: Mary ~ Lyman, Alu~, Los ~ 
Milry Anne Madden, Alum .... , Iowa City; LucU Riddle, Vocr f'n5ident 01 ~ment Rei;otions, Prindp'1 
nnancial Group, Des Moines; Rhoda.Vernon , Volunteer, Unjverslcy 0I1ow~ Hospitals & Clinics, ~ City. 
McCune 'Appointed Vice Chair 
The Friends of the UI Libraries are pleased 10 {lnnounce the 
appoinlment of Jane·McCune as Vice Chair of the Advisory 
Board.lnis position, which was created at Inc lu'ne 4, 1997 
Board meeting, wil l serve as a intermediary ~ep to becom-
ing Chair of the Board. Jane will be working witn the cur-
rent Board Chair, Dick SumrTlefWill, through 1997 and take 
over the leadership posi!ion at the Jan~ary 1998 meeting . 
Jane McCune is co-owner and president of Blank & 
McCune, The Real Estate Company, and an acti~ mem-
ber of Inc 10000a City community. She is President of Ihe 
United Way Board of Directors, the President of the Iowa-
City Area Associat ion of Reallors, a member of Ihe Board 
of AdviSOf'S for the Iowa City Science Center and a BOard member of Ihe WiHowwind 
School Foundation. She h~s ~n a mdnber of the Libraries' Advisory Board since 1996, 
serving as' a member of the Development Committee. 
Dick Summerwill , President alld Cnief Executive Officer of the Iowa State Bank and 
Trust Company, has ~ as the Chair of the Advisory Board for two years. During th is 
time, Dick has worked tirelessly 10 e~pand the Board to include local and national mem, 
bers of the pusiness community and on a varie-ry of development issues including the hi,· 
, ing of a fu ll ti me Director of Development for the UI Libraries. 
The Friends of the Uni~ty Libraries are individuals who provide annu:'!1 support 
througn private COOlributions. Their gifts enable librarians to strengthen services and col· 
lections, and offer special programs that would ~ otherwise be possible. Tne Friends 
Advisory Board provides leadership for the Libraries' fundraising efforts. The Advisory 
Board is composed of UI alumni, community business leaders, and UI staff and faculty. 
• 
Libraries/Alumni 
Outreach Programs _ 
MUCH MORE THAN REC IPES: 
THE SZATHMARY COLLECTION OF 
CULINARY ARTS 
October 29, 1997 
Social Hour 5:30 pm 
Program starts 6:)0 pm 
Edina Country Club, 
5100 Woc:x:ldale, 
Edina, MN 
Admission: Free -
Join David Schoonover, Curator of Rare 
Books, O J Libraries, for an entertaining 
look at one of our country's most important 
collections on the culin,ilry aTts and the his-
wry of food. For reservations, please call the 
LJI Alumn) A~iation, (319) 335-3294. 
THE POISON PEN 
November 20, 1997 
5:30-7:30 pm 
Elmcrest Country Club 
Cedar Rapids 
Admission: Free 
A .part of the Intrigue at Iowa Mystery and 
Mflyhem Series, co-~ponsored by the UJ 
Alumni Association. TIle Poison Pen will 
explore the mystery genre in a discussion 
"with author Or. Richard M. Caplan and 
mystery afictonado Lois (:ox. Caplan, an Ul 
Alumnus who recently retired from the facJ 
ulty of the UI College of Medicine, pub-
lished -his frrst novel Dr. Watson', Mr. 
Sherlock Holmes earlier this year. He is the 
founder of The Younger Stamfords, a group 
devoted to all things Holmesian and ~here 
itis always 1895. Cox is an assistant dean at 
the UI School of Law and a founding mem-
ber of a local women's mystery group. For 
more information on location or reserva-
tions, please call the UI Alumni 
Association , (3 19) 335-3294. 
A FEAST FOR All SEASONS 
The Szathm~ry Collection of Culinary Arts ' 
Tuesday, December 16, 1997 5:30-7:00 pm 
Holiday Inn, Dub.uque 
Admission: Free 
Join David Schoonover, c.urator of Rare 
Books, U l Llbr~ries, as he focuses on holiday 
foods throughout the year, dwwing .on mute-
rials from the Szathrndry' Collection. For ' 
reservations, please call the U l Alumni 
Association, (319) 335-3294. 
Exhibitions 
INTREPID TRAVELERS: 
WOMEN ON THE ROAD, 1850 · , 950 
North Exhibition Hall, Main library 
Through Mid O<:tober 
A celebration of 19th and ' 20th century 
wornefl travelers, the exhibition includes 
1940s diaries and photo albums from the 
Iowa Women's Archives, and a 19th century 
board game based on a famous 1889 around-
the-world trip made by journalist Nellie Bly. 
BOOKS FOR THE MILLIONS: 
PUBLISHERS' BINDINGS OF THE 
19TH -CENTURY 
North Exhibition Hall, Main library 
Mid extober - Mid February 
The Industrial Revolution made a tremen-
dous change in the numbers and .kinds of -
Jx,oks printed and bound for a more literate 
public. This exhibition will focus on the tran-
sition of bookbinding from hand binding to 
From the V·isitors Guide to the Harper 'Brothers 
Establishment, Harper Firm Publishers, New 
York. Printed on the occasion of the firm 's 
1001h anniversary, 1917. 
ml-ci1anized binding, the industrial improve-
ments which speeded production, as well as 
the evolution of cover design .. 
Special Events 
CHANGING STYLES IN THE BOOK 
COVERS OF NINETEENTH CENTURY 
AMERICA; SUE ALLEN 
October 17, 1997 4:30-6;60 pm 
NMh Ex~ibition Han, Ma in library 
Lecture and Reception in association with 
the exhibition Books for the Millions: 
Publishers' Bindings of the 19th Century. 
Sue Allen is a recognized and published 
authority on 19i:h century publishers' bind-
ings. She has lectured on 'the subject widely, 
presenting to the Library of Congress and 
the American Inst itute for Conservation, as 
we!l as teaching at the University of 
Virginia's Rare Book School. 
... Please Note: a hands OIT workshop 
CQ-sponsored by the UI Center for the 
- Book and the Iowa City Book Arts Club 
will be presented by Ms. Allen on Saturday, 
October 18. Please contact Pamela 
Spitzmueller, workshop coordinator, for 
more information at (3 19) 335-5908. 
Advance Notice 
1998 FRIENDS DINNER: 
AN ARTIST'S PALATE 
March' 12, 1998, 5:30 - 9:30, 
Ip wa Memorial Union, Main lounge. 
Featured Speaker, A lexandra Leaf, author, 
T/w Impressionis/s' Table: Recipes and 
Gastronomy of 19th Century France (Rizwli, 
1994) and lec,turer at NYU and the New 
Sc6ool, NYC. 
The theme for the 1998 Annu.'\l Friends 
Dinner is aft and food. "'pamela Trimpe, 
Curator of Painting and Scuiprure at the. UI 
Museum of Art will introduce both the sub-
ject and the featured speaker. Alexandra 
Leaf is an expert in culinary history and a 
member ,of the New York Universi ty faculty. 
The Luncheon of the Boarding Party, Pierre-
Auguste Renoir, as depicted on the cover of The 
Impressionists' Ta ble: Recipes and Gastronomy 
of 19th Century France, Rizzoli , NYC, 1994 
She will discuss the fascinating world of 19th 
century cafes, picn ics, conce~ts and restau-
rants and their significance to such ' painters ' 
as Edouard Manet, C laude Monet, Auguste 
Renoir, Paul Ce~anne, Mary Cassatt, Serthe 
Morisot, Vincent Van Gogh and Henri de 
Toulouse-Lautrec . . 
Dinner will be served at buffet stations That 
are inspired by Ms. Leaf's book and, of course, 
the art work. Recipes fro m the book will be 
<lvai.table, Watch your mail for reservation 
i.nformation. in the meantime, you can work 
up an appetite by reading the book, o r look 
up the fo llo wing Web sites: 
' . An interview with Alexandra l eaf is 
available at Sally's Place, 
http: //www.bpe.com/foodlnewslindex. html 
• Culinary History links;http://www"l.shore. 
neti-foodbks/f~link . htm l Includes' a link to 
an article on. the UI libraries' Szathmary 
Collection of the Culinary Arts. 
ROBERT B. PARKER TO SPEAK AT UI 
The University Libraries is r delighted to 
announce that Robert Parker, the . int.ema: 
tionally famous author of the Spenser series 
_ detect ive novels, has agreed to visit Iowa 
City this coming spring_ A program will take 
place on April 30, 1998 a~d include an inter: 
view with the' amhor and book signing. 
Watch the winter/spring edition of this pub-
lication for program deta ils, call the Friends 
Office at (}19) 335-5960, or check out the 
Friends Web Page at http://www.lib.uiowa.edu 
Ifriends.htm!' 
A Most Delicious Mystery 
THE 1997 FR IEND S DINNER 
Tike a tr'ilditional whodunit, weave Company, and Advisory Board Chair, and Ul 
reci~s into th;story line, and you President Mary Sue Coleman. Prl'Siaent 
'have a culinary mystery. Origin~lted Coleman took the op(X)rtunity .[O recognize a 
'--rL>-j~ by Iowa native Vi~inia Rich, the ,substantial gift from-Robert Wachal of culinarf 
culinary mystery has ix'Come incrcas- mystery fiction [0 the UJ Libraries Special 
ingly popular over th~ p..'1st several Collections. 
, years, gaining attention in The New 
York TITTleS and in sessions ofthe Midwest 
Modem Langua!,.J(' Associl~tion. Murder a la 
Carte: The 1997 Friends Dinner explored this 
theme with a fTee altemoon p~m and exhi-
bition at the Main Library, a theme dinner and 
featured _5(X!aker. 
SlnTOlmded by dl~ exhibition Crime OOES 
Pa)', a survey of mystery literature, Robert 
Wachal, U[ Professor of pnguistics, and David 
Schoonover, C urator of Rare Books, provided 
background on the his[Ory of~he curinary mys-
tery. A reception and d inner followl-d with a 
menu based on various culin~lry myStery novels. 
11le evening pr~'f3m opened with rem~rks Hnd 
introductions made by Dick Summerwlil, 
President of the Iowa State Bank. and Trust 
The highlight of the evening \vas an amus-
ing and insightful talk on the art of writing and-
unplanned career changes by award-winning 
author !\Jan~y Pickard. Ms. Pickard was chosen 
by the estate of Virginia Rich to finish an 
un~mpleted manuscript and she gave a 'very 
entertaining account of her involvement with 
dle Virginia Rich series, which required her [0 
overcome a long-time aversion to cooking_ The 
Tl'Sult of this effort Was The 27-lngredient eM 
Con Came Murocn, a great success_ She is cur-
rently working on twO new novels continuing 
t~e adventures of Rich's chef/sleuth protagonist. 
The following is the title recipe from The 
27 -Ingredient Chili Con Came Murdm 
(Delecorte Press, 1992.). It has been ~ested by 
our staff, who found it intrij,'uingiy t3Sty. 
Recollections of a -Student Worker 
FRO M A LETTE R BY ROSE RT HI LSA BECK, M A HISTO RY, 195 1 
Dear Ms. ~reth , 
I received a copy of the S/JeCfO.lOT* the other day' featuring the Univer.;; ty Libraries. (t n an 
Interview) ... you spoke of "personal and scntim~mal anachmcnt [Q the Libraries", (and) my mind 
and heart went back fO those ... years after WW II when I anendt:.-d the Universi ty of Iowa (1 949.5 1). 
While the .GI Bill gave us oppbrtunities ... books, w it ion, a monthly stipend, it was nO( quite sufficient 
fo r a young m;m with a fam ily .. .! SI..'Cured a job in the University Libraries, specifica lly the o ld Reserve 
Library· previously the women's gym- and later in the new Main Library building m.1t t'OU occupy present-
ly ... The most striking memory J h.1VC of thal job W3S the fact thal the O n:! floor in the new building) 'was 
unfinisHed. The near, Stygian darkness was un broken except fo~ a few electric lines wi~h nakt.-d 6O·watt-
bulbs every 20 feet or so, hanging over every other aisle. All c" ll slips came over tubes ... once we got the 
request, we p~ked up our sturdy two.cell flashlights and duckt.-d into the sh~dowed alcoves where we 
beamed each shelf until the volume was illuminated and· most of the time· retrieved. 
[ was granted a MA in h istory in 1951, taught h iStory in TIpton (Iowa) for five years, and' tl\en 
(taught lor) nearly)O years in Hinsdale, Ill inois, where I retired in 1985 ... (the libraries) made it pos. 
sible fqr me to begin a career in teaching [h:n' otherwise would probably not have happened . 
• rhe Sped .. ,..". is a public.llion of the OffICe 01 Un~1y Relations and;,-
K'01t to all Ut Alllmni and OJf1trioolOfS. If you mi!6ed the Sprins 1997 ed,tion 
that (e,lI11red a spel:iill iroort 00 the UI librJrles. please OJf1tact the liburies 
Adm in;Si".atfve OffICeS ()19) ll5·5667 and ~ will h3ve it mailed to yoo( 
Robert Hilsabeck 
As we wete WJing to press, we received the sad news of the deaths of Mary l ouise Smith and Vi rginia 
Harper . A tribute to the extraordinary contributiorn of these women to the University, the Libraries and 
the state of Iowa will be featured in the next issue of Bindings. 
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